
Federal Ag Water Management 
Planning 



Overview 

•  Who needs to submit a Federal plan 
•  General planning process 
•  What if both State and Federal plans are required 

–  Plan has been submitted 
–  Plan is in the process of approval 
–  Plan is due 

•  Key Points 
•  Resources 



Reclamation Offices and Regions 



Who needs to submit a Federal Plan 

•  Central Valley Project water service contracts, 
settlement contracts, repayment contracts, or any 
contracts requiring a water conservation plan 

•  Exemptions to this rule: 
•  Receive only irrigation water from any Federal 

Reclamation project AND delivers water to less 
than 2,000 acres of land. 

•  Receive less than a 5-year average of 2,000 ac ft 
per year of only M&I water from any Federal 
Reclamation project 
 



Who needs to submit a Federal Plan 

•  Exemptions to this rule: 
•  Receive any combination of irrigation and/or 

urban water amounting to less than 2,000 ac ft 
from any Federal Reclamation project. 

•  Exchange Contractors 
 



Reclamation Reform Act (RRA) 
Plans 
•  Central Valley Project Improvement Act supersedes 

the RRA 
•  For Districts that are subject to RRA, plans are 

required every 5 years 
•  Reclamation is still working with the planning 

process 



General Federal Planning Process 

•  Plans are due every five years to Reclamation 
–  Five years of due date not finalization date 
–  Plans to go to Area Office, except Fresno Office (SCCAO) 

•  Plans must adhere to current Standard Criteria 
•  Reclamation coordinates with the district to resolve 

or clarify any issues 



General Federal Planning Process 

•  Once all issues are resolved in the plan, it is 
considered adequate, a request for a Board or City 
Council resolution is sent  

•  Federal Register notification for public comments 
•  Once closed and if no significant comments were 

made, the plan is finalized. 



State and Federal Plans are required 

•  Current adequate plan 
•  Currently working on a draft plan 
•  Plan is due 



Current Adequate Plan 

•  Adequate Plan 
–  Submitted to Reclamation 
–  Board or City Council resolution 
–  Notification in the Federal Register 
–  Finalized as adequate 
–  Final copy and resolution posted on the WaterShare website 

•  Finalized within the last 4 years 
–  For the State plan due 2012, finalized as adequate on or 

after January 1, 2009. 
 

•  Action: District to submit DWR’s additional 
documentation with adequate plan to DWR 



Currently Working on a Draft Plan 
•  Plan submitted to Reclamation 
•  Either waiting for Reclamation’s review or received 

review 
•  Working on revisions 

•  Action: Include DWR’s additional documentation 
along with the revisions, continue the plan process, 
once plan is finalized as adequate, submit plan 
(which includes the additional documentation) to 
DWR. 

Disclaimer: Reclamation will be looking at the additional 
documentation but will not be reviewing it for adequacy due to 
jurisdiction. 



Plan Complete but not finalized 

Completed the previous steps and are further in the 
process 

•  Waiting for a Board or City Council resolution 
•  Notification in the Federal Register 

•  Action: Complete DWR’s additional documentation 
and add it to the plan to be processed for the Board 
or City Council resolution or to be posted in the 
Federal Register. Once the plan is finalized as 
adequate, the Contractor shall submit the plan to 
DWR, which includes the additional documentation.  



Publication of Federal Register 
Notice 
Completed the previous steps and are further in the 

process 
•  Notification in the Federal Register has been 

published 
•  Waiting for public comments 
•  Federal Register comment period closure 

•  Action: the contractor shall complete DWR’s 
additional documentation and submit it and the 
finalized as adequate plan to DWR.  



Plan is Due 

Your district has not submitted a plan to Reclamation 
and is due. 

 
Action: Draft a plan, include DWR’s additional 

documentation, complete Reclamation’s plan 
process, once plan is finalized as adequate, 
contractor to submit the plan which includes the 
additional documentation to DWR. 

 
Disclaimer: Reclamation will be looking at the additional 

documentation but will not be reviewing it for adequacy due to 
jurisdiction. 

 





Key Points 

•  DWR’s additional documentation 
–  submit it to Reclamation 

•  Due Dates for 2012 and 2015 State plans 
–  2012 plan: Adequate Federal plan dated on or after 

Jan. 1, 2009 
–  2015 plan: Adequate Federal plan dated on or after 

Jan. 1, 2012 
•  Reclamation will accept Federal plans early 

–  Federal plan due 2017: will accept 2015 plan 
–  Flexibility for the District 

•  Reclamation cycle or change to match State cycle 



Key Points 

•  The Federal public notification is sufficient for the 
State plan. 

•  District responsible for submitting the plan 
•  Who to contact, DWR or Reclamation? 

–  Plan – Reclamation 
–  Additional Documentation - DWR 

•  New process, Reclamation and DWR are willing to 
work with the Districts 



Resources 
WaterShare Website 

 http://www.usbr.gov/mp/watershare/index.html 
Water Management Planner, Standard Criteria, and Plan Templates  

 http://www.usbr.gov/mp/watershare/documents/Water_mgmt/index.html 
 

Angela Anderson   
Water Conservation Specialist 
Mid-Pacific Region 
Sacramento, CA    
916-978-5215    
aanderson@usbr.gov 
 

Fresno (SCCAO) Plans 
Lee Mao   
Mid-Pacific Regional Office 
2800 Cottage Way, MP-400 
Sacramento, CA 95825 
lmao@usbr.org 
 

  
 


